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LN

.'r.-'c'-. ORRUP T MINISTERS
.y, TheGAUSE of ]

- Publick Calamities;
“The Taterelt of the King and his
] People, One, &oe.

o ( 1 i e ":. “.'.'-, ' . o ai
—4 HE Nation being now at Peace with
;. all theWorld, aﬁd Armed Troops laid
., afide; Ifhall give a Summary Ace
- .. -count of fuch Matters as were by me,
g " ‘during the late 'War, laid before both
:Houfes of Parliament. And leave your Homours and
vbe World to judge, Whether or so the Kjng's Mini-
fers and Servants bave anfwered the great End and De-
fign of -the late Revolutiom, or treated the People of
England eccording to their Laws, and bis Mjasefty’s
goodpefs. . ‘ L }
“The laté Revolution was that which gavea gene-
-al fatisfattion to all true Englith-men, and ne Man
fat down with more Pleafure than idid, in look-
ing back’to confider how greata Deliverance we re--
«ceived thereby, And althd ] faw the War had beeh -
divers years on foot, and like to continue, and Trade -
(the belt Jewel in the Crown) greatly oppreffed, .
yet did I not apprehend my felf at all concergediin’

-

the
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the matter, asconceiving the King’s Minifters would
not be wanting of their utmoft Care therein. And
for ought I know, néver had concerrrd my felf in
Publick Affairs to this day, had it not been for a
Book that was Publifh®d by Captain St, Leo, in the
year 1692, and by him Dedicated to his Majefty,
and both Houfes of Parliament, and therein propo-
fed a Law-Tax (which ‘had been granted for the
term of Nine Years, the 22d and the 23d of King
Charles the Second) to be fettled for perpetuity up-
on Greemwich Hofpital 5 at the fight of which, I was
furprized to fee a Saylor offer fuch an abfurd thing,
much more to find the Matter often debated before
the Chief Minifters of State. Upon which my Mind
often fuggefted to me, I might do a Publick piece
of fervice in digelting my Thoughts, and laying
them before the King and Parliament; and it was
not long before I took a Refolution fo to do; yet
not without great reluctancy and ftruggling within
my felf, being confcious of my own Weaknefs. Ho »-
ever, the fenfe of the Duty I owed to my King
and Country, foon overcame thofe timorous
Thoughts, ' S

So the following Seffion of Parliament T writ a
Book Entituled, Eszland’s Glory reviv’d; Sold by Th-
mas Newborowgh at the Golden-Ball, in St. Paul’s.

Church-Yard, which 1 Dedicated to his Majefty and- .

both Houfes of Parliament, and was fo happy in my -
Notions, as to propofe feveral things that prov’d to:
be of great Wfe and Service to the King and King-
dom, of which I fhall give a brief Account before-
I proceed to the Matter in Hand. =~ B

Firff, 1 propofed an A& of Tunnage for laying
fix Pence per Tun upon.all Coafters, & which
o ‘ was. -
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was paffed- into an Act the fame Seffion of Parlia.
ment; and was the occafion of the raifing fome
Hundreds of Thoufands of Pounds to the Ufe of
tl;e Publick, the’ the A& has fince been repeat-
ed. .

* Secomdly, 1 propofed that all Saylers on Board
Merchant-men and Coafters, fhould pay fomewhat
out of -their Wages, towards the Relief and Sup-
port of fuch Saylors that fhould happen 1o be
wounded or maimed in his Majefties Service (and
gave my Reafons to prove the Feafiblenefs, E-
quity and Juftice thereof) which fome time after
was alfo paffed into an A&, upon which is founded
~the Revenue of Greenwich Hofpital, which owes its

Being and Foundation to his Majefty’s Goodnefs,
(as to its being an Hofpital) and will be a glorious
thing, and greatly to the Honour and Intereft of
the Nation, when once we come to have Juftice
duly adminifired, and the Saylors treated with Hu-
manity.. '

" Thirdly, 1 made it appear by plain Matter of
Fa&t, anjd Altions of the pg:)verir)ment, there was
no occafion of laying any Embargo upon Shipping
(for from the beginning of the War to that time,
the Nation had feldom been free from an Embar- -
go) and rendred it to be, astruly it was, like ftop-
ping the Circulation of a Man’s Blood in his Body,
which had its defired effe® Ialfo made it appear,
. the Prefs Ketches were not only a great Charge to

the Government (Computed by Captain St. Loo, at
60000 Pounds per Axsum) but a Burthen ‘to Trade,
 and wholly ufelefs; and fhewed how the Royal

Navy mi&lt be manned with ftout and able Sea-

men, with little or no Charge to the Govommlfmt;;
- whic
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which was acknowledged and' allowed to be true,
by étthc Lords of the Admiralty, . bug.never put.in.
Bl'a 1(2.‘ . ' AL , Vot e ,vu N

]

Thus have I.given a brief Atcount of the -Chief:
Matters contained in the forefaid Book,which I fhauld -
not have mentioned at all,. being Forreign. to-the
Matter in hand, only the Publithig of. it. was that
Whicir. brought to my. Knowledge a. great deal of .

- Wickednefs that was committed.in the Government, .
by Perfons who were then in Places. of. Pablick .
Truft. So 1 took a. Refolution to lay open. their .
Crimes before ®both- Houfes- of. Parliament ; .. A
cordingly the next Seffion of Parliament, { writa:Book::
Entituled Greas Britains: Tears,. which- I Dedicated -
and . Prefented to both Houfes of Parliament.;- and .
therein fet forth the horrible. Corruption -there was .
in the Governiment, and how fatal the Confequence -
would be, .if a flop were not put thereto.-~The .
Houfe of Commons was pleafed to -take aptice of
one Paffage therein, wherein I.offer'd to prove:hQw .
fome Perfons had defrauded theKing of two or three -
hupdred Thoufand Peiinds, upon which I was ordered .
toappear at the Bar of the Houfe, which I; did, and-.
there declaréd the famne; and offer'd: to proye it, proviy.

. ded 1 had . the affiftarice -of that -Honourdble  Heufes

‘Then was1 ordered to withdraw;, and.fonm:after casag -

out to me one of the Gommiflioners for taking and .

ftating the publitk Accounts (whomixery welkkngysy..
who to]d me I was referred -td -their:Bohrd, whese-
he faid L.{ould have all imaginabla:Juftices; bug
m’akjng. my A';‘)pﬂcatfon to that.Beardy: they; refufed -
to recetve Matter 1 would.have laid.before-them :
upofi Qath.. So findirig I'could .make nothing of it
in the Houfe of Commons (in-whigh thoke vwhe
were Guilty, "had teo ‘great: footing,:.a ,ﬂ;@empt.e‘_
¢ Lul st : ]

-

e
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“the Nation was never troubled withal before) Re-

folved to make my Application to the Houfe of
Peers, in order thereunto, -I drew up Articles a-
gainft the Lords of the Admiraity, the Commiffioners
of the Navy, and the Commiffioners for theSick
and Wounded Sea-men, which are-as follow.

1. That the prefent Commiffioners for Sick and

- "Wounded Sea-men, and exchanging Prifoners at
"War (depending on the Admiralty) not regarding

Inftru&ions, or-the good of the Gevernment, have
committed grofs Enormities, as holding, or conni-
ving-at an unjawful Correfpondence with the French,

-and wronging both King:and Subje& in -their Ac-

-counts, with other great Mifcarriages, all which

.

has been about a Year fince, laid in Writing be-

-fore the Secretary of State, by.one Mr. Bsffon, and

by the King’s comemand, examined before the Lords
of the Admiralty, é°c. And it will appear, the
faid Commiffioners have been very Injurious to the

.Poor Saylors in particular, and -very detrimental to

the Government in general.

Secondly, That the Lords of the Admiralty and
the ‘Commiffioners of the Navy have afted contra-
ry to the Publick good, by Countenancing, Sup-
porting and Preferring Criminals; and on the con-

- trary, Peffecuting the Difcoverers, and turning Juft

Men out of their Offices.

Tbirdly, That the Lords of the Admiralty have
had great Difcoveries laid before them, of Embe-
zelments, and other great Frauds committed in
the Kings Yards, attended with Forgery and Per-

jury.

B ‘Fonrthly,
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Fourthly, That it is manifeft, that fome of the
Commiffioners of the Navy, have in that Office ad-
vanced themfelves from Sallaries of 30 Pounds per
Annum, to vaft Eftates. Having pafled great Frauds,
and totally difcouraged the Difcovery of Embezelled
?tores, to the great wafte of the Publick Trea-
ure,

Fiftbly, That it hath been a long pra&tice in the
. Navy, to make out Falfe Tickets and Powers, fu-
tpending and delaying the poor Saylors in their juft
- Payments, to the great Difcouragement of them,
and ftarving their Families, .

Thefe Articles, with my Petition, J Prefented to a
. Noble Lord, who was p{eafed to receive the fame,
and caufe them both to be read in the Houfe of
Peers ; upon which I was ordered to give in a Lift
of my Witnefles, as Idid in part,and then their Lord-
fhips proceeded upon the matter, and at the Bar of
the Houfe, examined divers Witnefles upon the firft
Head; by whom I proved that an Apothecary in
1¥atling-fireet had ferved in at the Laboratory in the
Savoy, for the Ufe of the Sick and Wounded Sea-
men, a great quantity of Damaged Rhubarb, which
coft him but about 9. 1 per poand. But as I was
proceeding, the forefaid Commiffioners of Atcounts,
fent their Secretary to the Houfe, and humbly pray-
ed They might have the Examination thereof,
Whereupon their Lordfhips made an Order of Re-
ference to that Board touching the Firft Head; and
the Day following, the Second and Third Head,
and that they fhould examin them, and then tranf-
mit them and the Examination, to the Houfe,
which Orders. were never obey’d (tho’ fome Pro-
T ' ceedings
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ceedings they did make, of which an Account fhall
be given) notwithftanding their Lordfhips after-
wards, upon my humble Petition, made two feve-
ral Orders in my Favour, requiring the faid Com-
miffioners to proceed in examining my Articles to
them Referred, and tranfmit the fame to the Houfe ;
yet neither ofthofe Orders were ever obeyed: Byall
-which, it may plainly be feen, the Houfe of Peers
were of Opinion, the examining into thefe Articles
would have been of great Ufe and Service to the
-King and Kingdom, and prevented a great deal of
Fraud and Wickednefs, which was then on foot,
-and has fince involved the Nation in. Debt, and
brought an univerfal Poverty upon the Trading
part of the Nation, and that which is even worfe,
and more grievous (being Entailed upon Pofterity,
unlefs fome extraordinary Means are ufed) our Trade
given up tothe Dutch (who vo giwe them their due, are
mo»i themfelves ftri@ Obfervers of ?’wﬁiw‘, and, like
Death, jgare none that wittingly break their Eaws, the
Fruits of which they reap, ieing free from Faétion,
tho’ a Compound of all Religions, s»d the Richef},
and moft Powerful State, comfidering the extent of their
Territories, that is mow, or ever was in the World ;
a juft Reward of their Vertue) or to fpeak more
properly and truly, driven out of the Kingdom by
Corruption and heavy Impofitions, wbich alone is
fufficient to Ruin the whole Kingdom ; for it eats
up the People, prevents the Cenfumption of the
Product of the Nation in Foreign Parts, and has laid
the Foundation of Clandeftine Trade,never to be re-
moved, until fomething elfe be found in lieu there-
of, to an{wer the end for which thofe Duties were
given, .

B 2 But
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~ But to proceed in Profecuting thefe Articles, I*
unhappily fell under the Difpleafure of the Houfe
of Peers, and was by their Lordihips Order, taken
into Cuflody by the Ufher of the Black Rod, for
Refleting upon the Houfe, and refufing-to make
Anfwer. But their Lordfhips, upon my humble
Petition (which through the Favour of a Noble Lord
was read in a full Houfe) were pleafed to order
-me to be Difcharged without paying Fees, and ne-
ver called me to the Bar of the Houfe to Reprimand
me upon my Knees; fo the Favour I received was
exemplar, and without Prefident, for. which I'am,
and ought to be thankful.

After this, I was committed to the Poultry Comp-
ter, (where I remained for the fpace of about fix.
Weeks, ) by a Juftice of the Peace, for Publithing a
Book,Entituled, 4 Dialogue between & Modern Courtier,
and an Honeft. Englifb Gemtleman, which he in his
‘Warrant of Commitment, was pleafed to call a Se-
ditsous and Scamdalows Libel, notwithftandingat the
fame time he Committed me, he publickly declared
before near twenty Perfons, it was a very Honeft
Book,. and his own Lofles could fufficiently fpeak
as to the Truth of it; but faid, he durft not do o-
.therwife, he fhould be chid.and gain Difpleafure:
In fine, I laid my Caufe before.both Houfes of Par-
liament, which occafion’d an Expedient to be found
in order to my being Releafed, fo I was by a Mef-
-fenger taken into Cuftody by a Warrant from the
‘Secretary of State, for Publifhing a Seditious and
Scandalous Libel, and coming out of the Prifon,
the Meflfenger and I parted, and there was an end
of my Confinement for Publithing that Seditious and

Scandalous Libel, Entituled, A Dialogne, &c. Only
' two .
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two or three days after, I wentto the Secretary’s Of-
fice, and there made QOath, (which I offer’d before,
but it would not be accepted) Mr, Bsffos was the
Author of the forefaid Dialogue, for which they
detained him about fix Weeks longer, in all, about:
three Months (he having before been taken into Cu.-
ftody) and then difcharg'd him upon hisown Re-
cognizance. Yet no fooner was he atliberty, but
he Dedicated and Prefented this Seditious and
Scandalous Litel to the Houfe of Commons (to
which I muft confefs I was acceffary) to whom he
appealed for Juftice, but the Houfe took no notice.
of it one way or other. ‘

Now as to the Proceedings of the Com-
miffioners for ftating the Publick Accounts, I fhall.:
wave giving a Relation of Matters in reference to
that Board, more than what is abfolutely neceffary,
they being all gone (but two) to fate their Accounts .
at the great Tribunal of Heaven. There appeared,
(for formality fake) before the faid Commiffioners,
three of the Commiffioners of the Navy, who pro-
duced, in their Vindication, a Folio Book, by which
they pretended.to Shew how faithful they had been
to their Truft, and infifted upon it as a great Evi- -
dence thereof; the faid Book contained the Names. .
of a multitude of their Officers, whom from time to
time they had Mué s, 10 Z. per Man, for Embezel.
ling his Majefty’s Naval Stores, whereas a greater.
Evidence could not poffibly have been given of their
Fraud and Breach of Truft: For by the Law, it was
Fellony without Benefit of Clergy, or eight Years
Servitude in the Weft-Indies, not to return upon
pain of Death, to Steal, Embezel, or Purloin a-
ny of his Majefties Naval Stores, to the value of
Twenty Shillings, 22 of K. Charles 2d. Chap.g. By all

' ' whickh
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~which it’s manifeft, their Officers were no other
than the Inftruments or Tools by which they Embezel-
led the Publick Treafure, more fully to confirm
which, I fhall give a brief Account of fome Matters
1 would fully have proved, if I might have been
fairly heard, the greateft part whereof can and may
ftill be proved, and a great deal more than what
is here related, and was by me divers times laid
before both Houfes of Parliament. It was proved
before the Lords of the Admiralty, great Embezel-
ments were made of his Majefty’s Naval Stores out
of Portfmouth Yard (befides many Fraudulent Con-
trats made on the behalt of the K I NG) by
Mr. Grabam Clerk of the Checkg. Mr. Trevor, Clerk
- of the Rope-yard, Mr. Basen, Clerk of the Survey,
and Sub-commiffioner for Prizes,and other Officers of
the Yard. Upon which, divers Perfons were In-
di&ted and Tried at the King’s-Bench-Bar, where the
- Commiffioners of the Navy appeared in a Body to
- bring off the Criminals, which they effe@ed, by pro-
ducing a Sham Book of Loans, and faying thofe
- Goods, for which the Prifoners at the Bar ftood In-
di@ted, were only fuch as had been lent out of Stores,
-which in it felf was a notoricus falthood, for no
Stores are ever lent but to Ships in diftrefs; where-
as the Prifoners at the Bar were private Traders,
but who fhould queftion the veracity of the Com-
" miffioners of the Navy, when their Juftice had ne-
-ver been publickly call'd in queftion? Such ano-
ther Bufinefs as this, was as prudently managed in
the Country ; for divers Perfons were taken up at
Portfmouth upon the fame Account, and were all
bound by Recognizance before the Mayor of Porsf-
“mouth, toappear at Winebefler Affizes . among which
~was a certain Merchant, who thro’ fear, and in hopes
-to fave himfelf, depofed upon Qath, he had l}oughi
evera
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feveral Thoufafid Pounds worth of the King's Embe-
zelled Stores, as his Neighbours had done. And that -
he had for many Years ferved the King’s Yard with
Pitch, Tar, Oyl, é&c.) But when the Judge came
the Circuit, the Mayor never delivered in his Recog-
nizances, whereupon the Court fined him 200 /. Up-
on which, Captain Wilfhaw, the Commiflioner of
Portfmeuth Yard, fent Mr. Bizil the Town-Clerk of
Portfmouth, along with the Mayor to poft after the
Judge to Salisbury, whoprevailed with the Judge to -
take off the Fine, and upon his return, gave the Cap-
taina Note of the Charge and fervice done, beingin
all about Eight Pound, which he paid him, butdropt
the Note in the King’s Yard, and when my Articles
were under Examination before the Commiffioners,. .
for ftating the Publick Accounts, was Mr. Bits fum-
moned up from Portfmouth about this Note, which
was then produced, and was by him acknowledged
to be the Original Note he gave to Captain Wilbaw
for the forefaid Service, but the Commiffioners of
Accounts were never at leifure to take his Depofition, - .
tho’ he waited feveral days;however, before he went
out of Town, he made Oath of the matter, as it
has been Related before the Lords of the Admiralty,
in whofe Office the Note remains.

A poor Rope-maker in Port/mouth offered Mr. Tre- -
vor 200 /. to give way to the Embezelling the Kings
Naval Stores (fet at work no doubt by Captain Wi!.
fbaw , for when the matter firft broke out, great En.
deavours were ufed to have Compofed the matterat .
his Houfe) which he refufed, and laid the Matter
before the Lords of the Admiralty. - Yet this very
Fellow did the Commiffioners of the Navy-after-
wards make Mafter-Rope-maker of Portfmouth Yard,
in which ftation he improv'd his time fo well, that
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laft Year he was Judged to be worth 20000 /4 but
happened then to fall under Misfortuné, for one of
his Under-Agents began to Cackle, whereby he was
obliged to give him money, of which he foon grew
weary, fo fpoke to two Soldiers to let. them know
fuch a Perfon was troublefome to him, upon which
they murdered the man, and gave him notice there-
of (who, as its faid, went and viewed the dead Body)
and then buried him in the Sand; but the Tide
wathed up the Body and drove it to Shore, and then
it was found the poor man had been murdered, but
by whom it was not knewn, until one of the Souldi-.
ers, by fomemeans, confefled the matter. Then was
his Comrade and his Majefties Rope-maker feized,and
Tried at Winchefier Affizes, where the Souldier was
condemn’d to be hang'd, and accordingly Executed,
and his Majefties Rope-maker fentenced to be burnt,
in the Hand, and forfeit all his Goods and Chattels
to the King. ‘

But to return to his Majefties Officers, that prov-
ed thefe Crimes, to fee how they were treated,
Mr. Grabam and Mr. Trewor were by the Commiffio-
ners of the Navy, fufpended from their Employ-
ments, and had many Articles framed againft them,
and notwithftanding they proved thofe Articles to
be notorious falfe, yet were they never reftored,
or could have any reparation, tho’ its true,
Mr. Zrewor was, by his Majefty’s Order, twice heard
before fome of the chief Minifters of State, yet
nothing came on’t. No body could be found to
Accufe Mr. Raten, therefore a Letter was procu-
red from the Late Queen of Blefled memory, or-
dering him to be difmift out of both his Employ-
ments, as was accordingly done. In Conclufion,.

Mr. Grabam, and Mr. Irever died through Griefc'l,
any
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-and Anguifh of mind, as did likewife Mr. -Bufton
and others, to find themfelves -fo barbareufly
treated, for their Faithfulnefs and Juftice to
the Government. And the Sufferings which I
have undergone, am I-no ways able to Exprefs:;
for by the Corrupt, Ignorant, and unthinking
part of mankind, together with the evil Treat
ment J received ; have I been (as others werc)
almoft worried to Death (having been ill treat-
ed in my private -Affairs, as well as publickly
oppre{.Tedy : For, three Years havel been kept
out of the Intereft of oo Pound,; and fince I
have been in Polleffion of the Eftate in Mort-
-gage, have I had no lefs than three {everal
‘Heirs ftarted up, and now lately, an old pre-
tended Judgment, and a Bill filed againft me by
a Pawper) but through the goodnefs of Ged, {
have -hitherto efcaped with my Life, and fhall
proceed to give a further Relation of evil Pra-
¢tices that have been committed in the Govern-
ment. ‘

¢ I take it to be the great bufinefs
<of every Man's Life (fays Mr.
< Rufbworth, to whofe Memory this
¢ Nation is deeply Indebted) to Learn
< what the World is, what has been
‘ dome, and what i3 doing in it, and
“upon the whole, to judge what
‘ ought to be done. |

C For
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- Far as we bave many Members in
one Body, and all Members have not
the fame Office ; [o, we being ‘many,
are one body, and equally concern'd in.
each otbers prefervation. And alfo
obliged (in Cafe of Neceflity). to
aid and affift our Neighbours, due
regard being firft had to eur own.
fafery.

“-But to. proceed, the Commifhoners of the Na.
vy, fold out of Chatham Yard to one Zachariah
Goates, Sixteen Tun twelve hundred pound weight
of Hemp; under the Notion of Rackings, or Fly.
ings, at thirty Shithngs per Tun. Upon which,
five Hoyes were Laden with Hemp (crammed
full in the Hold, and heaped up upon Deck)
Burthen two hundred and forty Tun,feventy or
eighty Tun of which, it was proved upen Oath,
was delivered to the faid. Cosres, and the reft
found: lodg’d in twe obfemre Warchoufes, by a-
worthy €itzen who made it his bufinefs to dif~
cover this Fraud, and tooka Sample -of this Hemp,
and went and faid the whole matter before thé
Commiffioners of the Napy, and offered them
fifteen Poynds per Tun for the Hemp that was
remaining m thofe two Warehoufes,. if they could
juftifie the Sale; at firft they feem’d to be much
furpriz’d. But to fecure and make all faft, they
took the principal Witnefles that proved the
Fa&, into his Majeftics Service, fo the matter

was



€ +9) : |
was hufhed up, but a further Evil attended
this Matter, for great pait of chis Hemp (which
was the Ribbs and Barids of Hemp, amd not the.
beft, which at that time was worth twenty fix,
or twenty feven pound per Tuw) was wrought
into Cordage, and fent to Debtford Yard, and
found upon a furvey, by the proper Officer of
the Yard, to be forty Pound pe? Cemr. worle,
than what was deltvered by -another Perfon.

Twice did I Lay this Matter open in. Prim,
and offered to prove it. Yet né notice was ta-
ken of it only by one Mr. Gallford, who was then
a Member of Parliament, and promis’d.to lay
the matter before the Houf¢ of Commons, which
he never did. However he manag'd the Bufi-
finefs prudently (according to the Humbour of
the Times) in refererice to his own Intereft,
for he foort made the Commiffioners of the Na.
vy fenfible of their Crime, fo they not only
complyed to buy Canvafs of him for the Kings
Ufe (which before they refufed to do) but pre-
vailed with divers of the King’s principal Mins-
fters, to go in a Body (as dppears by the Print-
ed News Papers) to fe¢ Mr, Culifords Looms for
~making Canvafs, and promis'd all poffible En-
couragement to fo good a Work; and that was
not all, for Afr. Cebsford was introduced (to
keep him quiet) into en Employ in the Cuftoms
to the value of about feven or eight Hundred
Pounds ser Awnww,  which he Enjoys to this

day.

Ca An
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An Eminent Sayl-maker went and acquaint-
ed the Comptroler of the Navy, there were great..
Embezelments made of the King’s. Canvas, to.
- fuch a degree, that it was an Injury to the.
whole Trade, by being under-fold ; and told
him if he might be Impowered, he could actu-
ally take the Goods upon. the Oftenders, and.
put an end.to that Evil pra&ice. To which the
Comptroller anfwer’d, and faid, Kjngs and
Princes are born so be cheated. So would not
meddle in it. This Sayl-maker afterwards
proved it to his Face, before divers of the Chief
aad Principal. Minifters of State.

In the: Month of Apri/ la}, the foremention..
ed Citizen bought (t(rough great importunity)
a:-parcel of Ropes to.the value of about nine
Pounds, which beingdone, he much queftioned .
the goodnefs of them (it being cheaper than he
could buy the Hemp) the Rope-maker did affure..
him they were made of right Rigs Hemp, which
- he bought of one Hicks, an Officer belonging to.

-the King’s Yard at Cbatham, upon which the.
Citizen had him before the Commiffioners of the
Navy, and asked them what he fhould do in
the matter (he not daring to pay the mony with.
out theis Knowledge or Order) they told him,.
all. they could fay. to it, was, he muft pay the
money, as he accordingly did: Now this Hicks, .
of whom this Hemp was bought, was one of .
the chief Witnefles that proved the. fore-going .
matter about the Rackings or Hﬁ’%t‘;l So the .
World may fee the Thieving Trade ftill goeson,

and muft, and will do fo (as things now.ﬁantgi)
' or
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for the Commiffieners of the Navy dare not pro-
fecute their Officers, but are obliged to prote®
them, as it appears they have carefully done-
hitherto in order to their own prefervation. For-
u; man but will sed Truth, rather than- be bang-
ed. -

fa -

As -to -what ['accufed the Commiffioners of-
the Navy in reference to their abufing the poor-
Saylers (who are one of the greateft Bulwarks of .
the Kingdom) it now notorioufly appears to the :
whole Earth, far more Englifh Saylors have turn.. -,
ed Pyrates .(or deferted their Native Conntrey) -
within. thefe feven or eight Years pait, than in .
many hundred years betore, which can never.
be attributed to any other caufe, than their ha-
ving been made Defperate by Evil Ufage; by
which it’s manifeft to the World, many thou-
fands of poor Saylers have Perifhed, to the Eter-:
nal Scandal and Reproach of this Nation:(were
there no greater evil'in it) for while the Dwsch
and Frewch were' encouraging their Saylors, and
ufing all Arts whereby to encreafe them, were . .
we treating our Saylors, as if we had defign---
ed to have rooted them out from among us; and-
well it were the Saylers were all calld home, and -
pardomed ; . and the. Authors of their - Mifery [barp- -

Yy pumifbed. .

It was proved .before the Lords of the Admi-’
ralty, by near Forty Witneffes, notorious Em- -
bezelments were made of his Majefties Naval ’
Stores,. i all the King’s Yards, yet nothing

tame -
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came on’t, only great Endeavours weére ufed fo
ruin the Perfon that laid. thofe Crimes before
their Lordthips, which in the erd was effected,
by illegal means, in a Judicial manner.

In fhort, Its manifeft the Lords of the Admi-
ralty did all they could to prolong the War,
by not intercepting the Zhonlos Squadron.
By fhamefully expofing the Trade and Shipping
of this Kingdom to the Violence of the Enemy,
‘Al the time of the Late War; and as the Na-
tion grew poorer and poorer, did they amd their
Adberents increafe in Wealth and Grandure. Yet
now are they allready to fay as Agag did, (whom
Samuel {lew before the Lord in Gikgal) Sarely the
-bittermefs of death is paft.

 He who fball Publickly declare, a
Fleet is mat the beft Security to this
Kingdom in time of Peace, deferves
more to be whipt at the Geers, or
thanged at the Yard Arm, than bean
Admiral.

By all which has been related, there’s not the
leaft doubt to be made, But that all thofe Crimes -
that were during the late War, and fince, pub-
lickly laid to the charge of the Commiffioners
of the Excife, (who barbaronfly treated Mr.Brng:
by for his Juftice to the King and the Pub-
lick) the Commiffioners of the Cuﬂoms,c the -

R . . Com-
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Commiffioners of the Poft Office, (whofe Crimes
were proved about four Yeats fitice, by Mt. Black
bell, and others, befides Woodgate’s bufinefs, and
of which 1 have an Authentick Copy; the
Commiffioners of the Prize Office (whofe Crimes
appear to be Notorious, by what I took out of
their own Books, by means of a Worthy Mem-
ber of the Houfe of Commons, &c. are all un-
doubted Truths. For by Herculess Foot, we may
know the Proportion of his Body, and by a
little, eafily judge whata grear deal means.

“They are unhappy Men that fhall endea-
“ vour to fet the King and the Body of the
‘ Realm at variance; for it is the People thdt
“ muft Pray, that muft Pay, and muft Fight
“ for their Prince. Said 4bbot Acchbithop of Can.
terbury ; who, like a pious good Man as he was, .
carefully avoided even the very Converfation of
thofe Perfons, who, in his time, oppreffed. . the .
People, and abufed the King’s Ear.

They who opprefs the Subject, and
Embesel or wafte the Publich Treafure, -
Invade every Man's Property, and
are Enemiss to tbe King and bis
People: For they deftroy (as much
a in them lies ) that mutyal Truft and

Confidence in each otber, which is ab-
| Jolutely
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folutely neceffary between the King and
bis People.

In the mean time, the (bifting and
changing of Hands, and not punifbing
Offenders,  (as bath been prattifed bi-
therto, and the Caufe of all .the Nati-
.ons Mifery ) # no otber than pusting
the People, as it were, outof the Fry-
ing-Pan into the Fire. For it Con-
‘temns the Layp, Condemns the Innocent,
Corrupts the Morals and Manners of
Men,and in effet?, Deftroys all Proper-
'y, by leaving the whole Body of 1he

People at 1he Mercy of Publick Mini-
fiers ; who being out of the reach of the
—-ordinary Courfe of the Law, will ne-
ver do the People juftice, “till they are
‘made to know the fanttion, weight, and
force of the Law; the generality of
Mankind, efpecially Publick Minifters,
‘being wholly govern'd by Example.

Inn wain do tbe Clergy Preach, and
Complain of the Immorality and Wick-

| ednefs
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:pdnefsof the Age ; [o long as the Law
7 ﬁl{nt{ and dfe: n{t: pm‘;gz]b Offenders.
Vertue and Vice being progreffive, and
gain the Afcendant one of the other, ac-
cording .as ‘they are more or Jefs Coun-
tenanced and Enconraged by the Civil
Magifirate, who are the Minifters. of
God for Good, [0 long a6 :they do wek,
and not otberwife. T berefore no man’s
Quality or Station, can, or aught to ex-
empt bim from the juft Cenfure of the
Law, Moral Juftice being that to
which every man bas a natwral Right
-and the ong thing now wanting te make

the King and bis People truly Happy.

“1t's both certain and Evident to all
“men, ‘that the Publick Peace and
* Happinefs of any State or Kingdom,
€ cannot be preferved, wheretbe Laws,
¢ Liberties, and Cuftoms eftablifbed by
© the lawful Awbority in it, are openly
¢ tranfgre(fed and annulled,

D * And
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¢ And whereasno Nation can ﬁij »
¢ fift without the Adminiftracion of -
*good and impartial Juftice, upon

¢ which mens Lives, Liberties, Ho-
‘nowrs, and Eftates, do- depend.

erem. 8. 22. Is thereno balm inGile-

ad ? is there no Pbhyfician theret Why
then ss. not the Health of the Daughten

of my. People Recovered ?

P

I
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' lates to Matter of Fa&) is- not out of -
Malice to any Man’s Perfon (for I think,
according -to my poor: Capacity, the -

Keavieft. Punithment that can be infiicted uport -
State Offenders, is,- That they tnay out.live their -
Honour and Eftates. . Better a few fuffer juftly, .
than the whole Nation be ruined.. And inthis -
cafe there’s no medium. --For all the Mony in the -
Kingdom won’t fill a Sack that. has ne bettom
The Glorious Liberty of a Free Subjid, is a Jew-
¢l. of Imflimable walue.) But to vindicate my -
felf, and. fatisfie the World; 1 was moved -
and led. to do what I did .in refé¢rence to -
the Publick,  thro® a fenfe of Duty, and a juft -
Apprehenfion and Forefight of -the’Evils that -
would enfue, and are fince-come 1o pafs.- And -
that I am no Mad-man, or Enemy to the Go-
vernment (as I have been rendred for almoft thefe -
feven Years paft) but a true Englifh-man (right- -
ly: underftood) and his Majefty's faithful Subjeét. -
Neverthelefs Iam obliged in Duty, to beg pardon,-.
for my Weaknefs, Frailty, and freedom of Speech, -
which now I do upon my bended Knees, before -
this Auguft Affembly,. whe are the Wifdemr of -
the Nation, and the great Confervators of the Li- -
berties and Property of the People.  So 1 fhall -
not prefume to fay g;lg more, but clofe all with -
what I writ, when £irft I appeared in Print. -
Wtio

-

W H-AT T have writ (inore than what re--
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Whoever, with an Impartial Eye, (hall behold
the Conftitution of -the Esglib Monarchy,
muft acknowledge it to be the beft Eﬁabli(hed
Government in the World: Whofe Parliaments
are (and have been) the glory of their Prince, the
Bulwark of the People, and the Terror of their
Enemies. And whenever there was that happy
Union between King and Parlirment, which now
we have the Blefling to enjoy, it hath begot an-
Excellent Harmony, and great and glorious A&ti-
ons have been performed by our Anceftors, to
their immortal Fame, who have often .made the
Gallick Shore to Tremble.

‘¢

I am with all profound Reffped,

Your Honours

- Cockpit-Houfe, MOﬂ Obedient Servant,
Clarkcnwcll Clofe.
Feb. 6. 1701,
Reobert Crosfeild,
- C————
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